
CENTRE HALL BOROUGH COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

November 10, 2016 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: President Joe Hammaker; Vice-President Norma Crater; 
Patricia Krisch; Kathryn Long; William Guisewhite; and Lynn Dutrow; 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Kenny Strouse, Supervisor, Maintenance, Code Enforcement and Zoning Officer; 
Philip Orndorf, Jr., Maintenance, Code Enforcement and Zoning Officer; 
Beth Araujo, Secretary; Ray Hankinson, Mayor; and John R. Miller, III, Solicitor; 

CITIZENS PRESENT: Bob Jacobs, Centre County Planning; Jim Saylor, SEDA-COG; 
Krystal Jo~ephson, St. Luke Lutheran Church; 

CALL TO ORDER: President Joe Hammaker called the meeting of the Centre Hall Borough 
Council to order at 7:00 p.m. 

CITIZENS: 
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1. Bob Jacobs and Jim Saylor made a presentation to the Council about the proposed project between 
Columbia Gas and SEDA-COG to bring natural gas through the Centre Hall Borough continuing 
into the township to Hanover Foods, Inc. Residents and Businesses along the route will be 
afforded the opportunity to tap into and receive natural gas. 

2. Krystal Josephson requested permission for the St. Luke Lutheran Church's youth to obtain a bum 
barrel and bum clean wood for a onetime event "Homelessness Experience" on Saturday, 
November 19th - 20th. The youth and advisors will be spending the night in the church parking lot 
with only boxes, blankets, and the bum barrel for warmth. The youth are also collecting, for a 
homeless charity, new or gently used: coats, hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, etc. A motion was 
made by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow and was seconded by Councilperson William Guisewhite, to 
approve an open bum barrel for this "Homelessness Experience": Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion 
passed. 

3. The Progress Grange Representatives for the 2017 Penns Valley Children's Fair, Denny 
McCloskey, Tammy Jurkowski, and LeDon Young, have received verbal permission from all but 
one family, still to be contacted, that their portion of S. Hoffer Avenue will be blocked off with no 
through traffic during this one day event. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: A motion was made by Vice-President Norma Crater and was 
seconded by Councilperson Patricia Krisch, to approve the Minutes of the October 13, 2016 Council 
Meeting: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

APPROVAL OF THE BUDGET MINUTES: A motion was made by Vice-President Norma 
Crater and was seconded by Councilperson William Guisewhite, to approve the Minutes of the 
October 24, 2016 Budget Meeting: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: A motion was made by Councilperson Kathryn Long and was 
seconded by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow, to approve the Financial Statement as presented for the 
month of October, and to continue to pay the bills: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

ZONING I CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT: 
1. 1 Shed Zoning Permit: 107 Water Street 
2. 1 CEO Letter for a vehicle(s) blocking Logan Alley at Kurtz Street 
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STATE OF THE BOROUGH REPORT: 
1. Leaf collection 
2. Brush collection 
3. Cold patching of streets 
4. Repaired Water Leak on First Street 
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5. PennDOT was contacted about the Traffic Light - cost wise, for the light only, around $10,000 if 
PennDOT would allow it without an engineering study and turning lanes installed which would be 
additional dollars for the Borough which the representative did not feel PennDOT would approve. 
So at this point it would not be cost effective for the Borough to proceed at this time. 

6. An estimate was received for removal of 12 trees, in preparation for the new sidewalk and 
sidewalk replacement on West Church Street, of $5,400 plus approximately $1,000 for a crane for 
an approximate total of $6,400. A motion was made by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow and was 
seconded by Councilperson Patricia Krisch, to approve the removal of these 12 trees for 
approximately $6,400: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

7. Kenny asked Mr. John Miller, III, solicitor, for clarification about the sewer capping for 411 S. 
Pennsylvania A venue. If the Borough issues a demolition permit, the Borough is asked to contact 
CHPSA so that they can inspect that their sewer connection is capped properly so as to not permit 
illegal dumping into their system. 

8. Kenny priced out a 14 foot trailer for the old generator to make portable. Along with a trailer, a 3-
phase panel and fuel tank will be needed. A motion was made by Vice-President Norma Crater 
and was seconded by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow, to approve moving forward with purchasing a 
trailer, fuel tank and installation of a 3-phase power for making the old generator functional and 
portable: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

9. Council's consensus was to picture and sell the old generator from well house 8/9. 
10. Kenny provided information on a Morton salt shed for future consideration. A 2-bay 30'x40' -

$45,000 and a 3-bay 30'x60' - $62,000. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Increasing the current water rate was discussed. A motion was made by Vice-President Norma 

Crater and was seconded by Councilperson Patricia Krisch, to approve increasing the current 
water rate of $2.75 per 1,000 gallons used to $2.85 per 1,000 gallons used beginning January 1, 
2017: Ayes -6; Nays-0. Motion passed. 

2. A motion was made by Councilperson Lynn Dutrow and was seconded by Vice-President Norma 
Crater, to approve the 2017 tentative budget of $566,753: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

3. A motion was made by Councilperson William Guisewhite and was seconded by Councilperson 
Patricia Krisch, to approve signing Nittany Engineering & Associates, LLC's Survey/Engineering 
Proposal with "not to exceed" for West Church Street Sidewalk Replacement Project, subject to 
confirming additional services are not needed, of $12,250.00 plus reimbursable expenses: 
Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed 

4. The 2016 Dodge Ram 5500 is here in the building if anyone wants to view it after the meeting. 
Floor mats, mud flaps, and window vent visors are still to be picked up and installed. 

NEW BUSINESS: Nothing new to report. 

CORRESPONDENCE (INCOMING): Nothing new to report. 

MAYOR'S REPORT: The Friends of Centre Hall Library will attend next month's meeting with 
their Zoning request for a building addition. 
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1. Mr. John R. Miller, III, Solicitor reported that the DCNR documents are ready for signatures. 
Gregg Township plans to sign them this evening, and Potter Township plans to sign them on 
Monday evening. A motion was made by Councilperson Kathryn Long and was seconded by 
Councilperson William Guisewhite, to approve signing the agreement affective November 7, 
2016: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion passed. 

2. TMP - Line of Credit paperwork has been changed, eliminating the Tax Exempt portion, so the 
interest rate increased from the 2.8% tax exempt to 3.45%. Short term financing is more cost 
effective than for paying for bond council to complete paperwork for a tax exempt line of credit. 
Since the Tri-Municipal Park has a meeting with Pennvest about a grant/loan on Tuesday, Council 
decided to table further discussion until further information is forthcoming. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
A. STREETS -COOPER - Nothing new to report. 
B. WATER - DUTROW - Nothing new to report 
C. POLICE - GUISEWHITE - Nothing new to report. 
D. SOLID WASTE AND SIDEWALKS - KRISCH - Nothing new to report. 
E. LIGHTS AND NUISANCE - LONG - Nothing new to report. 
F. FIRE TAX - GUISEWHITE - The Fire Company has a yearly audit completed by residents 

of both Potter Township and the Centre Hall Borough. So, therefore the Fire Company 
members did not feel that an outside firm was needed to complete their yearly audit. The Fire 
Company voted and did not approve an external audit to be completed by Rick Bair with costs 
somewhere from $2,000 - $4,000. The Centre Hall Borough Council discussed this. The 
Centre Hall Borough does not pay an outside company to prepare an audit, it is completed by 
elected and appointed auditors of the Borough. The Council's consensus was that an external 
audit was too costly for the Fire Company when the Centre Hall Borough pays considerably 
less for their audits. 

G. FINANCE - CRATER - Nothing new to report. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:45 p.m., it was moved by Vice-President Norma Crater and was seconded 
by Councilperson Kathryn Long to adjourn the meeting: Ayes - 6; Nays - 0. Motion Passed. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Beth Ann Araujo, CGA, 
Centre Hall Borough Secretary 


